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Rentals and Wages (ujrah). There are three reports
from Abu Hanifah concerning the zakat of rentals and
wages. According to one report, he likened them to the
marriage price, in that both are not the price of wealth
itself, but of its use. In a second report, he likened them
to the price of every-day clothing, in that, like it, they are
not subject to zakat. In a third report, the most reliable of
all, the rental of a business office or the wages of a trade
slave have been likened to the prices of the same. Conse-
quently, according to this report, whenever 40 dirhams are
collected on account of the rental or the wages, their cor-
responding zakat is paid, just as in the case of the price of
trade articles. In other words, Abu Hanifah considered
the price for the use of a thing similar to the price for the
thing itself.1 If, however, the rental is derived from a
house which is not intended for trade, and the wages from
a slave who is not intended for trade, then no sakat is paid
on them until a year has passed after their collection.

According to the Shafiites,2 the sakat is paid on such part
of the rental collected as has already accrued. For instance,
if a person should rent a house for two years for 40 dinars
and receive them, he pays sakat at the end of the first year
for the 20 dinars only, because the other 20 dinars have not
accrued to him yet and might be reclaimed by the tenant if,
for example, the house should be destroyed at the end of
the first year.3
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